Merit Badges
The BSA Merit Badge Program introduces Scouts to many new skills and introduces them to new areas of interest.  Many of the Merit Badges that are “required” to attain Eagle Scout rank teach the Scout life skills such as Citizenship, Swimming, Family Life, and Communications.  Currently, there are over 110 different merit badges approved by the BSA for Scouts to earn.  Each one of them offers a booklet to guide the Scout in completing the requirements of the merit badge. The Troop has a library of Merit Badge books that Scouts may borrow to review the Merit Badge information. To obtain the most current list of requirements, please go to the web site: http://usscouts.org/mb/framesindex.html  Merit Badges are required for rank advancement beginning with the Star rank; however, a Scout should not wait that long to begin earning them.  A Scout must earn 21 Merit Badges to qualify for the rank of Eagle Scout 12 of which are Eagle Required.  
The Scout’s Steps to Earning a Merit Badge:

· Choose a Subject- Read the requirements for the Badge you would like to earn.  

· Request a Blue Card- Mrs. Reese will give you a blue card to take to the Scoutmaster.
· Fill out all personal information on all 3 sections of the Blue Card including the name of the Merit Badge you would like to work on.

· Meet with the Scoutmaster –Discuss the badge with the Scoutmaster and ask him to sign the blue card.  The Scoutmaster or his designate will give you the name and contact information for the Merit Badge Counselor.
· Contact the Merit Badge Counselor-- Review the requirements and expectations before you begin working on them. If you meet with the Counselor outside of a troop meeting, be sure to bring a buddy with you.  Parents and Guardians may be your buddy.
· Do the Work and Show your stuff-- Meet with the Counselor to review what you’ve completed. The counselor will initial completed requirements. Once all of the Requirements are completed, the Counselor signs the blue card and keeps 1/3 of it for his/her records.
· Show the Scoutmaster your finished work and ask him  to sign the completed blue card.

· Give the completed blue card signed by both the Counselor and the Scoutmaster to Mrs. Reese.

· You will be officially recognized at the next scheduled Court of Honor where you will receive the cloth Merit Badge and your 1/3 section of the Blue Card.  The troop keeps the remaining portion.
· Save your Blue Cards!  

The Scout’s section of the Blue Card is very important!  Please keep them in an organized secure location.  Many Scouts keep them in an album designed to hold collectible sports cards.  Please do not keep them in the Scout’s handbook!  They will get lost. 
When a Scout completes all of the requirements for Eagle, he must present all of his Blue Cards to Council during his Eagle Board of Review as proof that he did indeed complete all of the requirements.  His entire Eagle Binder, including the Blue Card section, is sent to Texas for the National BSA to review and hopefully approve.  
The cloth Merit Badge should be affixed to a Merit Badge Sash. The sash may be purchased at Council or online at www.Scoutstuff.org for about $6.00.  The longer sash is recommended to allow for growth and lots of badges.
